BRHEAIC B A 1L O B O ShHEEZE (2 B4 A iF5E
- A AR B DILBCRRLISMEEZE R 834) SHEOIZCEVICEB LT-

ABFED BRNE, 11O RIZIIT 2 BRTEHIBIRGHERIZBGF T 2 B2 RIE L. BATEA)
DALBRFSLHER O ST 2§ 572012, ZORILICEE L 5 RIS R N D%
BOIZONWTHLMNZTHZ L THD, 7. BFEHICEIT 2 BARL ILOROHHERDILT £
DIZOWTHEIBLL 72 BT, BAREOLECRIFER & L TRLSNEEH (H4) SFERICE
BT, BRIERE NI OWTRET Lic, £2C, 3R 84) SHEERSLIZIZENEH
WZBITBILAR (RINE) OREEAERSRAICHNEHET ) bIEH SN DAM L D
DO NEBEEEZ THNDZ EBMRA SN,

F—U— N WG, IL D ROSHEREE EH (Bd) SR, QAR S DIABCRFALEHER

Research on Kindergarten Education in Yamaguchi Prefecture
in the Meiji Period

Focusing on the inception of Kaho (now Marifu) Kindergarten,
Japan’s oldest private Buddhist-affiliated kindergarten

Aiko Miyoshi

This research is aimed at, as a means of excavating the documents that exist in kindergartens that opened
during the Meiji Period in Yamaguchi Prefecture and analysing those regarding Japan’s first private
Buddhist-affiliated kindergarten, clarifying the historical background and the human relations that
influenced the kindergarten’s establishment. The article first provides an overview of the inception of
kindergartens in Japan in general, and in Yamaguchi Prefecture in particular, during the Meiji Period. It then
focuses on Kaho (Marifu) Kindergarten, which was established as Japan’s oldest Buddhist-affiliated

kindergarten, in order to examine the historical background and the people involved. The research revealed
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that the establishment of Kaho (Marifu) Kindergarten had been influenced by the historical background of
Yamaguchi Prefecture (the Choshu Domain) in the Meiji Period and by the relationships with many capable
talents that emerged from the end of the Edo Period toward the Meiji Restoration.
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Kaho (Marifu) kindergarten, Japan’s oldest private Buddhist-affiliated kindergarten
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