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This time it was talk of the Central European powers suddenly attacking the Slav Confederacy, with France 

and England going to the help of the Slavs. (WSF, 75) 
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These crowning buds upon the tradition that Napoleon planted and Bismarck watered, opened and flared 

‘like waterlilies of flame’ over nations destroyed, over churches smashed or submerged, towns ruined, fields 

lost to mankind for ever, and a million weltering bodies. (WSF, 132) 
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But that is not going on. It is already more than half over. If we can avert war with Germany for twenty years, 

we shall never have to fight Germany. In twenty years’ time we shall be talking no more of sending troops to 

fight side by side on the frontier of France; we shall be talking of sending troops to fight side by side with 

French and Germans on the frontiers of Poland. 

 

(Wells, 1914, 143-144) ���



 (Schultze, 22) 

 

 

‘And yet it may be I am unjust to Bismarck, […] [y]ou see, men belong to their own age; we stand upon a 

common stock of thought and we fancy we stand upon the ground. […] People are cruel and stupid in a stupid 

age who might be gentle and splendid in a gracious one. (WSF, 262)  
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The early Socialists expounded their doctrine with the blithest disregard of what one might have imagined 

was a fairly obvious fact, that you cannot suddenly create whole new classes of men. That is the common 

error of almost all the revolutionary schemes of the study and of the work-room alike.  

 

 (Wells, 1916a, 46-55) 
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These men below there are still, as a class, wonderfully patient and reasonable, quite prepared to take orders 

and recognise superior knowledge, wisdom and nobility. They make the most reasonable claims for a 

tolerable life, for certain assurances and certain latitudes. Implicit rather than expressed is their demand for 

wisdom and right direction from those to whom the great surplus and freedom of civilisation are given. It is 

an entirely reasonable demand if man is indeed a social animal. (Wells, 1914, 53) 
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 (WSF, 66-67) 

 

 

It was an appeal against the unexpected, an appeal to those others who, more fortunate, seemed wiser and 

more powerful, for something—for Intelligence. This mute mass, weary footed, rank following rank, 

protested its persuasion that some of these others must have foreseen these dislocations—that anyhow they 

ought to have foreseen—and arranged. 

 

 (WSF, 68-70) 

(WSF, 45-46) 

Wells, 1934, 652

1921

 

 (Haynes, 73) 

 (WSF, 265) 

statesman

the art of war

 (Wells, 1902, 202-

204)  

Marshal Dubois

General Viard the Earl of Delhi 3���



 (WSF, 123) 

 (WSF, 126-127) 

 (WSF, 82) 

 (Wells, 1925, ix) 

 

 

(WSF, 92) 

 (WSF, 94)  

 

 

 

 

Certainly it seems now that nothing could have been more obvious to the people of the earlier twentieth 

century than the rapidity with which war was becoming impossible. And as certainly they did not see it. They 

did not see it until the atomic bombs burst in their fumbling hands. (WSF, 103)  

 

 (WSF, 235) 
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[The sovereign] is that common impersonal will and sense of necessity of which Science is the best 

understood and most typical aspect. It is the mind of the race. It is that which has brought us here, which has 

bowed us all to its demands. . . (WSF, 162) 
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 (WSF, 257) 
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‘The thing I am most afraid of is that last rag of life. I may just go on—a scarred salvage of suffering stuff. 

And then—all the things I have hidden and kept down or discounted or set right afterwards will get the better 

of me. I shall be peevish. I may lose my grip upon my own egotism. It’s never been a very firm grip. […] 

Suppose I came through on the other side of this affair, belittled, vain, and spiteful, using the prestige I have 

got among men by my good work in the past just to serve some small invalid purpose....’ (WSF, 254) 

 

(WSF, 252) 
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