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Abstract: This study aims to compare the Korean Sports Basic Law and the Japanese
Sports Basic Law. The results are summarized as follows: In December 1999, the
Korean Association of Sports Law argued the necessity of the Sports Basic Law while
advocating the establishment of a sports legal system. After that, through the
researches on foreign Sports Basic Laws and the proposals by members of Parliament,
the Korean Sports Basic Law was enacted on August 10, 2021 by integrating and
adjusting the two Sports Basic Laws (Lee Yong’s the Sports Basic Law of People Power
Party and Park Jong’s the Sports Basic Law of The Minjoo Party of Korea). And it has
been in effect since February 11, 2022. In addition, sports rights are stipulated as the
basic rights of the people in Korean Sports Basic Law. This is not seen in sports-related
laws in South Korea, and can be interpreted as the advancement of Korean sports laws.
As far as the Korean Sports Basic Law is concerned, Korean sports are moving away
from the elite sports and win at all costs, and aiming for sports that everyone can enjoy
freely and equally. Sports policy in South Korea had been used as a means to maintain
and publicize a specific government. Therefore, the reform will of all people engaged in
sports including the national and local governments is required in order to realize the

goal of Korean Sports Basic Law.
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